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Mikhail Pavlov, Director of Auriga Training Center (ATC), 
presented the results of methodological work of ATC spe-
cialists at The Third International Conference for Research 
and Applications that took place on 6–9 December 2008.

The conference “Contemporary Information Technology 
and IT-education” is organized by the Faculty of 
Computational Mathematics and Cybernetics of Moscow 
State Lomonosov University, and supported by leading 
universities of the Russian Federation, research institutes  
of the Russian Academy of Science, as well as leading IT 
companies. 

The key topics on the conference agenda were the cur-
rent state and tendencies of Russian technical education, 

and the priority domains and directions for its further de-
velopment. The event included high-level discussions of IT 
teaching methodologies and various branches of technical 
knowledge, as well as presentation on best practices and 
hands-on experience. 

The report of Mikhail Pavlov was dedicated to the effec-
tive pedagogical principles and practices in teaching soft-
ware engineering, founded on the experience of the Linux 
embedded programming course offered by ATC. 

Auriga Training Center based on the premises of 
Moscow State University, was set up in cooperation with 
Laboratory of Mobile and Computing Systems of the 
University Research Computing Center.  It develops and 
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implements training programs to provide knowledge in 
modern technologies that are directly applicable to the 
tasks solved by engineers of Auriga and other companies. 
Two courses that deserve to be mentioned separately are 
“Fundamental Foundations of System Programming” and 
“Linux Kernel Programming”, based on Auriga’s 18 years 
of experience in software development, Linux kernel, and 
embedded and system-level development. 

Along with solving the goal of selecting and retraining 
”freshers” to fill corporate vacancies,  ATC allows Auriga 
to participate in the formation of open source community 
and cultivate domestic talent by bringing hands-on tradi-
tion into Russian  IT education.

As the demand for Auriga’s expertise in Linux kernel 
programming is steady high, Auriga  plans to share its 
long-term experience with young and talented engineers 
and support further initiatives to bring new ideas into 
Russian IT education. 

Gartner: Russia confirms its position as a 

leading outsourcing destination

In a recent research presented by Gartner at China 
Outsourcing Summit, Russia is listed among Top-30 world 
outsourcing destinations. After analyzing 72 countries 
to assess their competitiveness and prospects as offshore 
services locations, Gartner compiled a list of 30 countries, 
grouped by four geographical regions, which demonstrat-
ed most promising outlook as outsourcing destination. 

Representatives of official IT associations from Russia, 
Brasilia, Mexico, China and Philippines visited the sum-
mit to share their views on the future of outsourcing.

To sum up the information discussed at the event, the 
estimated export volume of Russian IT industry is 1,7 
milliard USD, which makes it second after the Indian 
outsourcing IT industry (23 milliard USD), and the key 
differentiator remains the high quality of education and 
scientific background of the Russian engineers. 

Russia is still the only offshore destination that can sat-
isfy the needs of the most science-intensive projects, where 
the client can choose from a multitude of service providers 
with huge R&D experience.  Importantly, Russian IT can 
be viewed as a part of integrated resources, where Russia, 

Ukraine and Belarus represent a “unique East-European 
Outsourcing Pole, culturally and linguistically close to 
USA and to EU”, and Auriga was mentioned by Gartner as 
a visible outsourcing services provider in this region of the 
“Vast Global Sourcing Solar System”.  The total IT services 
export volume for this alliance is 2,5 billion USD, which 
surpasses the current figure for China (1,1 billion USD).

Over the recent year, a lot of countries have been making 
steps to consolidate their positions in IT outsourcing in-
dustry. BRIC countries (Brazil, Russia, India and China), 
leading the world IT outsourcing industry, have found for-
midable competitors among smaller states. For example, 
Mexico, Poland and Vietnam are continuing to strengthen 
their positions, and other countries, new to this list, may 
as well use the impact of economic crisis and offer cheaper 
services to the companies who have started to take cost 
cutting measures.

Although Brazil and Mexico scored “very good” on po-
litical and cultural compatibility, and all countries from 
Latin America were rated “good” or “very good“ for po-
litical and legal maturity, Gartner noted that intellectual 
property, data protection and privacy, copyright laws etc., 
are still an issue for all developing countries.

Ten countries from Asia/Pacific region were included in 
the list, with India traditionally being an absolute leader, 
and China being the second. Although mature coun-
tries can offer services at a reasonable cost, service costs 
are even cheaper in such countries as Malaysia, Pakistan, 
Philippines, Thailand and Vietnam.

When it comes to the prospects of IT industry in the 
nearest future, Russia is among the most attractive and fast 
growing IT markets, attracting vendors from all over the 
world. Several can contribute to its development. Firstly, 
the Russian IT services market, with an annual growth 
rate of about 40%, is growing faster than the IT product 
market. Secondly, the volume of internal corporate IT ser-
vices in the world is expected to reduce, due to the incli-
nation of large companies to optimize their IT infrastruc-
ture, ignited by the crisis. This means that the demand for 
external IT services will presumably increase.

(Information source: RUSSOFT)
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About Auriga: 

Auriga (www.auriga.com) is a software R&D and IT out-
sourcing services provider incorporated in the U.S. that 
has been operating development centers in Russia since 
1990. Auriga was the first to focus on satisfying the spe-
cific needs of software and hardware high-tech companies 
as its driving strategy. Included in Global Services 100 list 
and Top 10 ITO Providers in Central & Eastern Europe 
sub-lists since 2006, and being one of the 44 companies 
worldwide that made both the Global Services 100 and 
the Global Outsourcing 100 lists this year, Auriga offers 
a wide range of services covering all aspects of the en-
tire product engineering area and superb expertise in a 
rich set of knowledge areas from embedded systems and 
OS internals to enterprise information systems and Web 
applications. Auriga’s client list includes such industry 
majors and leaders in their segments as IBM, Draeger 
Medical, LynuxWorks, NMS Communications, Verdasys, 
and many others.

About RUSSOFT:

RUSSOFT Association (www.russoft.org) is the na-
tion wide association of the most technically competent 
software developing companies from Russia, Belarus 
and Ukraine. By joining forces under the leadership of 
RUSSOFT we are able to provide customers with a range 
of comprehensive solutions and IT services.
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